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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a sheet material feeding 
mechanism capable 

of surely preventing overlapping sending. 

SOLUTION: This mechanism is provided with a feeding roller 3 
picking a piled 

sheet P up and sending out the same to an image processing system, a 
pair 

rollers of a separating roller 4 and a retard roller 5 for preventing 
overlapping sending arranged in a downstream side of the feeding 
roller 3, an 

overlapping sending detection sensor 14 detecting overlapping sending 
of the 

sheet P arranged in an immediately downstream side of the pair 
rollers, an 

automatic nip force adjustment mechanism adjusting a nip force 
between the 

separating roller 4 and the retard roller 5, a setting torque 
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adjustment 

mechanism adjusting a critical setting torque at which the direction 
of the 

retard roller 5 rotation is changed from an opposite direction of a 
sheet P 

feeding to a direction of the sheet P feeding. A nip force and a 
setting 

torque .are adjusted by the automatic nip force adjustment mechanism 
and the 

setting torque adjustment mechanism respectively to fit to 
characteristics of a 

sheet material according to number of overlapping sending per unit 
number of 

the sheet material or unit time detected by the overlapping sending 
sensor 14 . 
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